
The Queensland First Home Owners’ Grant is a state government 
initiative to help first home owners to get their new first home 
sooner. You can buy off the plan or choose to build yourself.

Depending on the date of your contract, you’ll get $15,000 or 
$20,000 towards buying or building your new house, unit or 
townhouse (valued at less than $750,000). The grant is paid per 
new home and not to each of the applicants for the same home.

The grant is tax-free and is not means tested.

The value of the grant depends on your contract date and 
region. The following information applies to QLD applicants:

$15,000 for contracts dated: 
- October 2012 to 30 June 2016
- 1 July 2018 or later

$20,000 for contracts dated:
- from 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2018.

Buying your home
You must apply within 1 year of taking possession of the new home and your title being 
registered.

Contract to build
You must apply within 1 year of the new home being completed / the date the final 
inspection certificate was issued.

Owner–builder
You must apply within 1 year of the new home being completed / the date the final 
inspection certificate was issued. In some special cases, this period may be extended. 
If you are applying outside the application period you need to include in your application 
a written statement explaining your circumstances.

Using the grant as a deposit
The grant is paid at different times depending on how and when you apply, and on the 
type of property that you are building or buying. Yes you can use the grant as part of 
your deposit, however make sure you consider when you will get access to your grant 
and when you need to pay your deposit to your builder in order to get started.

How much is the grant?

How & when do I apply for the grant?

What is the first home owners grant?
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If you’re buying or building your first home, you may be eligable for the First Home Owners Grant.  
The grant makes it easier for singles, couples and families to achieve their home ownership dreams sooner. 

Silkwood Homes are here to help answer any questions you may have about this wonderful opportunity.



Am I eligable for the grant?
If you meet the following criteria, you might be eligible for a first home owner grant.

Age
You (and any co-applicants for the grant) are natural persons aged 18 years of age or older.

New home
The home you are buying or building must be new and valued less than $750,000 (including land). A new home is a brand new dwelling 
(e.g. house, unit, duplex, townhouse, granny flat built on a relative’s land) that has not been previously occupied as a place of residence or 
sold as a place of residence. The grant may also be available for established homes that have undergone substantial renovations before 
you bought the house

Citizenship
You must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident (or applying with someone who is). If you are applying for the grant as a joint 
applicant—for example, you are not a permanent resident but your spouse is an Australian citizen—you may be eligible for the grant if you 
meet the other eligibility requirements. A permanent resident holds a permanent visa, or is a New Zealand citizen with a special category 
visa, as defined by the Migration Act 1958 (Cwlth).

Previous grant recipient
You or your spouse must not have previously received a first home owner grant in any state or territory of Australia. If you received a grant 
that you later paid back, together with any penalty, you may be able to reapply for the grant.

Previous home ownership
You or your spouse must not:
- currently own property in Australia that you live in
- have previously owned property in Australia that you lived in
- have owned a home before 1 July 2000, whether you lived in it or not.
- Investment properties
- If you have owned an interest in residential property since 1 July 2000 that has been solely used for investment purposes, you may be  

eligible for the grant on a subsequent property.

Residence requirements
You must move into your brand new home as your principal place of residence within 1 year of the completed transaction, and live there 
continuously for 6 months. You can rent out one or more rooms in the home during your 6-month residency period, as long as this 
arrangement doesn’t affect your use of the home. However, renting out any rooms in the first year after you move in may affect your 
eligibility for the first home concession or a first home vacant land concession.

Disqualifying criteria
Even if you meet the eligibility criteria, there are some circumstances that may stop you from getting the grant. For example:
- you are a trust or company (i.e. not an individual)
- the new property (home and land) is valued at $750,000 or more
- you enter into an arrangement to get the grant, but don’t use it to buy a new home
- you held an interest in residential property before 1 July 2000, regardless of how the property was used
- you buy or build your new home with financial help from a related person (who is not eligible for the grant) who will also stay in the home 
- often, for long periods of time, or for genuine family reasons. (Money borrowed from a bank or lending institution is not considered to be 

financial help.)

Contact a Silkwood Homes representitive for any further questions on the First Home Owners Grant

07 5644 8600  |  ww.silkwoodhomes.com.au


